THE   PEOPLE   OF   MOSUL

were in the place of father and mother to him.
We are quite hoping to secure his services again
on our return to Mosul.

There are about two thousand Jews in Mosul, who
date their descent from the time of the Captivity.
When Cyrus issued his decree allowing all Jews to
return to their native land, about fifty thousand of
those living in Mesopotamia joyfully availed them-
selves of this permission, but a few preferred to
remain in their adopted land, and their descendants
are there to this day. In spite of much persecution,
they have remained firm in their belief, Mohammed
quite hoped at first that the Jews would easily be
converted to Mohammedanism. He therefore in-
structed all his followers to turn their faces towards
the temple at Jerusalem when praying, but before
many months he saw that his hopes in this direc-
tion were doomed to disappointment. He therefore
withdrew his former instructions, and ordained that
in future all Mohammedans should turn to the
Ka'aba at Mecca when engaged in prayer.

The Jews in Mosul are looked down upon and
despised by Christian and Moslem alike. In the
dispensary it is sad to see with what loathing the
Jews are treated. The scornful way in which the
word "Yahudi" (Jew) is hurled at these people is
enough to make one's heart ache for them. If
there is anything degrading to be done, a Jew is
the only one to be found willing to do it. The
Jews are the shoe-blacks of Mosul. It being con-
sidered very degrading to clean boots and shoes,
the Jew undertakes this task, receiving payment at
the rate of about |d. a pair.
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